Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.064; wR factor = 0.254; data-to-parameter ratio = 27.6.
In the title compound, C 20 H 18 Br 2 N 4 O 8 , the interplanar angle of the pyrimidine rings is 75.1 (2) . The central benzene ring is inclined at interplanar angles of 66.5 (2) and 71.9 (2) with respect to the two pyrimidine rings. In the crystal structure, adjacent molecules are connected into two-molecule-thick arrays parallel to the bc plane via short BrÁ Á ÁBr Methyl-2,6-bis[(5-bromo-4,6-dimethoxypyrimidin-2-yl)oxy]benzoate is a derivative of herbicide showing excellent herbicidal effects on annual and perennial weeds and high-safety crops, especially rice and wheat and is applied to paddy fields, ploughed fields and non-agricultural land (Koichiro et al., 1988) . Most sulphonylurea herbicides and all pyrimidinylbenzoate herbicides (He et al., 2007) such as nicofulfuron, amidosulfuron, halopyrazosulfuron, ethoxysulfuron, pyriminobacmethyl and pyriftalid, possess 4,6-dimethoxypyrimidin-2-yl groups (Li et al., 2006) , while sulfometuron-methyl, a kind of sulfonylurea, contains 4,6-dimethylpyrimidin-2-yl groups, which suggests that the two disubstituted pyrimidin-2-yl groups possess high biological activity (Gerorge, 1983) .
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the two pyrimidine rings with atom sequences N1/C1/C2/C3/N2/C4 and C11/N3/C12/ C13/C14/N4 are essentially planar, with maximum deviations of -0.028 (6) and 0.010 (5) Å, respectively, at atoms C1 and N4. An interplanar angle of 75.1 (2)° is formed between these two pyrimidine rings. The central phenyl ring (C5-C10) is inclined at interplanar angles of 66.5 (2) and 71.9 (2)°, respectively, with respect to the N1/C1/C2/C3/N2/C4 and C11/N3/ C12/C13/C14/N4 pyrimidine rings. The geometric parameters agree well with those observed in closely related structures (Fun et al., 2010; Li & Luo, 2006) . 
Experimental
To a stirred solution of methyl-2,6-dihydroxybenzoate (0.50 g, 0.0026 mol) in acetonitrile (10 ml) was added potassium carbonate (1.00 g, 0.0070 mol) and 5-bromo-4,6-dimethoxy-2-(methylsulfonyl)pyrimidine (1.78 g, 0.0050 mol). The reaction mixture was heated to reflux for 4 h. Mass analysis showed completion of the reaction. The reaction mixture was filtered and filtrate was concentrated. The residue was recrystallized using dichloromethane to obtain brown blocks of (I) (Yield:
67 %, M.p. 440-443 K).
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in their calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93 -0.96 Å, and refined using a riding model with U iso = 1.2 or 1.5 U eq (C). The rotating group model was used for the methyl groups.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing 20 % probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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